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An EPISTLE to Friends of the Tearl 7 Quarter „ a a of 
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Sick, in the Fri Jons, and 2k: of Great-Britain. . 5 Ws 
„ e * $ 2 

F x . | {ge 0 7 150 » 

"Dear Fr iends. 5 5 97 
HE Multitude that are bound in the Priſons and jayles of | 4 
this Nation, both Debtors as well as Criminals; and the Sick | 


in a the. Hoſpitals are very numerous, and the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes 
of many of them very great. = 

And how ready and earneſt diſtreſt Souls are frequently to-ſeek © ;..,, ne 
after God, and at Times to give Ear to Advice, when any Labour 
of Love may be beſtowed upon them, in their ſolitary Confine- 1 


ments, is well ſet forth in ſeveral Places of the Scriptures. Wy” 
_ Hoſea V. Ver, 15. In their Afflickion they will ſeek me early. {54 280 
. Pal: cxix. ver. 67. Before 1 was Micled 1 went , aſtray 2 but now WH 0 
ver. 71. It 7s good for me c that 1 have been afflicted ; that ! "128 
might learn thy Statutes. _ - - 
ver. 75. 1 know O Lord, that thy Fulgnents ore right, and, 1 
that thou in Faithfulneſs hath afflifted __ . 
It may procure à large Haryeſt among them, there being Ind 1 


ſtances. of ſeveral reached, tho' they were great Offendets. je 
Caſe of a young Woman at or nigh Ipſwich, committed to Priſfog _ 
for Murdering of ber baſtard Child, and tried before Jud A les, © 
was a very remarkable one, as meiitioned in W. Sewel's Hiſtory fol. 
476. Who being convinced of the great Evil of her Actions the 
tabbnable Advice which was given by ſome Friends to her: bar, j 
tho the Judge (underſtandi her itence) ſhew'd a Be?» 
fire: to ſade het, as alſo did ſome Friends; yet ſhe'rather chooſe to 
dye in that Diſps fition'of Mind chat ſhe was then in, than hazard*  - 
relapſing by a longer Life into any further Evil. And our Friend -» £8 | 
| Richard 40557 hath writ of ſome others which he lately viſited, and of — 
alſo à Friend fince made a n Viſit to 4 
0 Burt holbnerer Hoſpital. 
Will it not be a Day of great oy. to many and; 
of them out of theit Na of 5 "when they ſhall go. 
our bleſſed Saviout who. Gy and Preached N Splits in Priſon he Ne 
8 Hare, to them in . Tom, 4 wo od 5 the Door of rrp 
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pf their Souls, He will come into them and ſup with them, and 
they with him. 


By true Repentance, and ** their having fu uffered many ARiQi- 
ors, as Lezarws had; tho" they ſhould not reſtored to their Li- 
berties, or Healths in this Life, yet they may find a happy reſt in 
Abrabam's Boſom in another World, which may occaſion that Bleſſ- 
ing to their Benefactors mentioned, 


Matt. xxv. ver. 34. Come ye bleſſed of my Faber inherit the Kingdom prepared for you. 


ver. 35. For I was an bungred, and ge gave me Meat: 1 was thirſty and ye gave 
me Drink : I was a Stranger and ye wok me in, 


Aer. 36. Naked and ye clothed me: I was fiek, and ye vifired mes I was by Priſon, 
and ye came unto me. | 


ver. 40. Verily 1 ſay unto you, in as much as ye have done it uno ONE of the Jeaſt 
of theſe my Byetbren, ye haue done it unte me. | | 
Can there be any ſtron ion Obligations or Encouragements. (then 
theſe are) to have Regard to the Aflicted, and to ſeek out ſuch loſt 
Sheep of the Houſe of 1/7444, under their various Circumſtances. 
5 Among the many Thouſands that are and may be in the Priſons 
Fn and Hoſpitals who can tell how many of thoſe little ones mentioned 
=: * -whefo ch eſteemed. of God, may be among them? 
1  * Whole ſecret Cries in their Souls to God (under their great Di- 
. ſtreſs) for his Salvation and 985 Knowledge of his Way, may he” a 
. Means to procure to many of 12 70 0. S with Him, tho? 8 
known to Men, (ſuch i arveft.) There * | 
ny Promiſes, to the afflicted 55 al ſincetely ſeek after God. Þ_. 
And: therefore they are worthy. to be vitued and fought, ater, in 
their Deplorable Habitations. 
en at ſuch a Seaſon ma ke like werner Goldin in Piftures. 
of et, a to Ae Man ever bitter W is ate] ſo to. 
Ia. iy; vers 11, 0:3bow offiied, rofſed wh Tempt®; 2 be . 
. os with fair e fe 8 with-Sapp bers. 1 
1. . 7: or thou wilt ſave te ofited People ; but 27 down bigh bel, 


"Micah, iv, 6. In that Day, Juitb the Lord, will I 4 batterh, and 7 20 
guber ler this is driven out, and ber ib Theve affiifted, n 


og” eren And will make ber that batzesb e ht for oft 
1 «ſtrong Nation; and the Lord ſball 2 {ver tbem in Mcunt Zion, * beuc eee 
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fuch 2MiQted Souls the ſtammering Tongue will be very acceptable, 
tho' poffibly many others may be like the Swine that will trample 
Pearles under their Jour bur the good Sower was not ſtopt in his 
Work, tho” much of his Seed was loſt by falling upon Stony, Thorny, 
and Highway Ground. s 


Where much is forgiven they will love much: One/imus tho? an 


unfaithful! Servant, yet on Repentance he became a beloved Brother. 
Our Saviour made uſe of ſome of his laſt Moments (at his Cru- 


cifiction) to comfort the afflicted (tho a pr great Criminal) on 


the Confeſfion of his Sins, and humble reque 
Him when he came into his Kingdom. Y 
Luke xxiil. 43. And Jeſus faid unto bim, verily I ſay unto 
thee, to Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
On which Confiderations I propoſe that as any Friends ſhall find 
Openings in their, Minds ſutable to the States and Circumſtances of 
thoſe unhappy People, That — Pho viſt them, and I believe 
that ſome of thoſe dry Bones will be raiſed to Life. © 
Second, To make them the more ready to hear what Advice may 
he given unto them; I propoſe that at the Time of the Yeatly Meet- 


to be remembred by 


he treated with a Dinner of baked Legs _ Shins of Beef, and Ox 
Cheeks , which. is a rich and yet cheap Diſh, with which they may 
be txeated plentifully for 44. 4 Head (or leſs.) And if there ſhould 
be a Thouf⸗ 185 them, the whole Charge will not be above 
1 u artour A the Multitude but twice in three Vears and a half, 
(which. was the Time of his Miniſtry) that we have an Account of, 
yet it was enough to ſhew; that it was uſeful to draw a Multitude 
of Auditors: And that tho' they might come for the Sake of the 


Loavy n.ahe Miracle; yet by that Means there was Op- 


mere Ina! 
7 22 am; to Preach the Goſpel unto them. 
which. they were brought to =; tg 


ohn vi. 28. Nhat they. ſhould do t hat they might work the Works of 
6 To which Jeſus anſwerd, ver. 23 Ib, is tbe Work. 
of Ged, That ye belieue on him mhom he hath ſear. r 


Third, I propoſe that rhere be Endeavouts to Help them to ſome 


Subſiſtance whilſt confind, It may alſo lead them into an Induſtriou 
Way of Living, when they ſhall be {et at Liberty. And peer 
5 85 ay l JJ oi 0 
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ork ſuitable to every ones Capacity and Ability, that their Room. 
will admit af. Which Earniag, as it wilt be a good Addition to their. 
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5 , 3 if by 1 an Example, that ye ſhould follow hir Steps. © .* 
h | e), ir. 20. For be that ound yor be eue whom be bb ſeen, hom ca be nie 


(4) 


thoſe Neceſficies which are ſome of the Enemies ſtrongeſt Holds, and 
alſo of many evil Actions, which comes by Idleneſs, that being the 


Devil's great Opportunity for Temptation 
Fourth, I propoſe that ſome good Advice e mould 
be Printed in a broad Sheet, to be hanged up in the ſeveral Priſons, 


lor their reading, and alſo that ſome ſuitable Treatiſes ſhould be 


given among them. 


The Northern Borders are a noted Inſtance of the good Effect 


that our Friends Labour of Love, had among thoſe, Robbers call 
Moſs Troopers that were there, ſo tar to reform that Country (where 
they murdered as well as robbed) that the then: Earle of Carliſle told 
King Charles the Second, That the Quakers had done more to ee 
4 hem than all his Troops could do. 


1 have been informed that Friends have or had A Meeting 1 in the 5 


midſt of that Part of the Country. 
Huſebius gives a remarkable Relation of the Apoehle 79 te⸗ 


claiming: 2 young Man that run from BIS Tutor, and became the 


Captain of à Band of Robbers. 
William Penn told me of a Fellon, that when he. tile to the Place 
of Execution faid, That nothing rroubled. him mare than that be bad 


by rob ed a Quaker. 


There was a foot Pad once ſtopd 2 Friend of Kufen mnpron, but 


when he fognd him to be FA Puaker, he ſaid he could not 7000 him, 


but ſaid he das poor, a od FEE: begged ſomething of him. * F 5 
Every Man may cReem the Value of his Religion, ig proportion to 
the Love ke finds 1 God and his Neig ours, or on thoſe de- 


pend all true Religion, and one of the 7 10 5 that we ſin⸗ 
cerely love God is, when we ule our! Endeavours for ann. Bo. and. 


1 Pet. ii. 21. For even bereumo were we called; be 


+ happineſs one of another, ar 2 

by "The rath of the 34 2 1 4 5 

ER EN 1 Jobs Bellers. 
1 2 a > Web Torn ao 
Ws. * + Ia, . ver. 11. And i * mA our thy Soul to the bi ih 35 
„ 4 Soul: Then ſball thy Lig 77 riſe in 0bſeurivy, . and thy Dartneſs Je « er . | 
WE ob vi. 14. To him 1 1 affii ted Pity ſpould be ſhewedifrom. bis Friend. v4 by 
5 l in; Al. xv. 25. With th ibe Merci ful thou en thy ſel la AF: vr | 
5 alſo abe for 1, leevs 
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